


Reasons for a review
The Waste Strategy has been guiding Cheshire East
Council’s decisions for the past five years. It is now time
to see if the objectives underpinning the strategy remain
relevant and to make sure we are focussed on the right
priorities.

Since implementing the strategy, a number of things
have changed in Cheshire East. The majority of your black
bin waste no longer goes to landfill and instead is used
more sustainably to generate energy in the form of heat
and power. 

We have undertaken a review of our household waste
recycling centres and implemented efficiencies and have
made a commitment to invest in our key sites this year.
We are also redesigning our vehicle rounds to make our
bin collections more efficient. We are also building a new
composting plant. It means that from early 2020, food
and garden waste collected from Cheshire East
households will then be processed into quality recycled
compost.

There is greater understanding and awareness of climate
change and the impact that waste and single-use
plastics have on the environment - including how
actions taken at a local level can make a difference. 

The government has also recently published its
Resources and Waste Strategy (2018), which seeks to
drive consistency of collections whilst giving added
emphasis to careful use of materials, so that recycling is
easier. The forthcoming Environment Bill will see new
challenging recycling targets of 65%, which will need to
be considered in the review of the strategy.

Questions to consider
•    Do our objectives remain relevant?
•    Do the changes we have proposed make sense?
•    Which ones need to change?
•    What do you think our priorities should be?

Background
Our waste strategy is based on 19 objectives under five
themes;
•    Service delivery;
•    Waste reduction and re-use; 
•    Recycling; 
•    Residual (black bin) waste management; and 
•    Working together.

Current objectives that are
likely to remain unchanged
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1  Service delivery 
•    Through the council-owned company Ansa

Environmental Services  
•    Achieving customer satisfaction of 80% or above 
•    Exploring ways of working with other authorities

2  Waste reduction and re-use
•    Priority for waste prevention, reduction and

re-use
•    To reduce the amount of household waste

produced
•    To increase reuse working with the charitable

and furniture reuse sector

3  Recycling
•    Retain our recycling collection 
•    Work to increase the amount of materials

included in the recycling bin
•    To maximise public participation through

communication

4  Non-recycled waste
•    To minimise this waste stream through waste

prevention, reuse and recycling 
•    To use non-recycled waste for energy rather than

landfill
•    To aim to reduce disposal to landfill to 0% and

achieve 100% disposal to waste to energy

5  Working together
•    With charitable partners, residents and

volunteers
•    To use our waste prevention volunteers,

engagement with schools and higher education
to promote waste education and awareness

We want to hear your views
On page 2 we present the current objectives that we
consider are still fit for purpose – but what do you
think? 

On page 3 we present proposed changes to our
existing objectives and some new ones – but what do
you think?

On page 4 we ask about your views on some of the
proposed government changes and give you an
opportunity to make comments. 



Please tick one option per row

Objective
                                                Strongly               

Agree
            Neither agree        

Disagree
         Strongly

                                                                          agree                                          nor disagree                                   disagree

How strongly do you agree or disagree that the five themes on
page 2 remain relevant
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Service delivery

Waste reduction and re-use

Recycling

Non-recycled waste

Working together

Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the proposed changes to the high level objectives:

Objective
                                                Strongly               

Agree
            Neither agree        

Disagree
         Strongly

                                                                          agree                                          nor disagree                                   disagree

Targets for recycling

Organic waste

Reword in line with changing national target

To increase recycling to exceed 65% by 2035.

Due to operational and national changes some of our objectives need to be adapted at this five-year review
point. Please give your views on our proposed changes:

Continue to exceed national targets for recycling (currently 50% by 2020)

Reword to recognise that food waste collections will begin in the new year

To manage organic waste by promoting home composting solutions and food waste recycling. 

Reduce organic waste arising by giving priority to promoting home composting solutions for garden and food waste. 

Current High Level Objectives that are proposed to be changed

Are there any comments you would like to make on the unchanged objectives?

1

2

3

4

5
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Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the proposed new objective:

How strongly do you agree or disagree that we should:

Objective
                                                       Strongly             

Agree
           Neither agree       

Disagree
       Strongly

                                                                                 agree                                       nor disagree                               disagree

Continue our current 3 bin system 

Objective
                                                       Strongly             

Agree
           Neither agree       

Disagree
       Strongly

                                                                                 agree                                       nor disagree                               disagree

New Objective

Continue to collect recycling one week
and residual bins the next

Change the planned fortnightly food
waste service and collect it on a weekly
basis? 

Continue our plan to provide food
waste recycling with garden waste from
Jan 2020 

Change the planned food waste service
and instead collect food in a separate
recycling container?

Change the recycling scheme -
replacing the silver bin with a
number of boxes for residents to
sort recycling into

New objective 

To decarbonise our waste collection and processing in line with the Council’s carbon and energy strategy

In addition to the objectives that we have discussed we are proposing a new one concerning carbon:

The Council is also responding to Government consultations on waste - their proposals may have implications
on how the authority collects recycling and waste in the future. We would be interested in your views on the
current service and some of the Government proposed changes.

New objectives 

Any other comments?

Thank you very much for taking the time to contribute to our review of Cheshire East Council’s waste strategy.

Is there something that you feel we have overlooked in our objectives? Please write this down in the space below

Please note: there are no current plans to change the frequency of black bin collections and this would only be
considered following a review of 12 months operation of the food waste recycling scheme.


